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Excerpt from The Frogs: And Three Other PlaysBut the ancient
Aristophanic comedy proceeded upon a principle of compensation

totally different. In this species Of composition, the utter
extravagance and impossibility of the supposed action is an

indispensable requisite; the portion of truth and reality, which is
admitted as a counterpoise, consists wholly in the character and

language. It is a grave, humorous, impossible, great lie, related with
an accurate mimicry of the language and manner of the persons
introduced, and great exactness Of circumstance in the inferior
details. In its simpler state, it appears to be one of the commonest
and most spontaneous products of the human mind; and usually
arises in some strong expression, which, a moment after, is taken

literally, converted into a reality, and invested with all the
circumstances Of action and dialogue. We shall show that the plays,
the Acharna and the Knights (or Dema gogues),1 are capable Of
being traced to the kind of conver sation, out of which, in all

probability, they did originate.There are other plays, which appear to
have grown up from mere sport, when, in a playful conversation,
fancied events are developed into an imaginary detail.About the
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